Proc. R. Soc. Afed. Vohlme 60 April1967 on viruses, antimicrobial therapy has been completely rewritten, there are additional elegant illustrations of various parasites and a completely new chapter on viruses and cancer. The early chapters continue to deserve special praise for their short, lucid and contemporary accounts of difficult subjects. I have for years strongly recommended this book and continue to do so. I would add one comment which could in time grow to a protest. Despite the regular addition of new material, the authors have managed over the years to keep the book much the same size: the 7th edition is noticeably fatter; I hope this does not indicate the onset of palsy in the vigorous pruning arm which has so far laboured so successfully.
FRANCIS O GRADY
The EEG in Clinical Practice by John Laidlaw MB chB FRCPE and J B Stanton MA MB FRCPE FRCP DPM pp 128 40s Edinburgh & London: E & S Livingstone 1966 Many clinicians, whether they are engaged in the neurological specialties, in general medicine or in psychiatry, now need to know more about the electroencephalograph than how to fill in a request form. They need to know what are the circumstances in which to ask for a recording, in what ways it can add to the evidence upon the problem under review, what are its limitations, and how it may mislead. They also need signposts through the jungle of technological jargon which has grown over what is basically a clinically naive subject. Physiologists do not even know what causes brain-waves yet, but for thirty years clinicians have made profitable though utterly empirical use of them.
This practical and well illustrated book is just what they need, to find the basic facts and how to apply them to problems of diagnosis and management. The authors relate electroencephalographic variables to clinical conditions in a straightforward way, with just enough reference to their physical and technical basis to add interest to empiricism. It is a most useful atlas of reference to keep with the other well thumbed friends in the physicians' room. This book is valuable in that it presents in small compass an excellent survey of the tranquillizing drugs in use today. An opening consideration of the neurohumoral balance is followed by a more detailed account of the relevant physiology. The drugs themselves are classified and described in detail, beginning properly with the phenothiazines. Interest is increased by a historical introduction to the main chapters, giving a sense of perspective. The uses and side-effects of the compounds are described in detail and summarized for easy reference; many will be pleased to see a glossary of trade-names side by side with their less euphonious pharmacopeeial equivalents.
DENIS
In the chapter on tranquillizing drugs and anzesthesia, the danger of using pressor drugs in shock states is rightly stressed. Professor Lear has confidence in the use of chlorpromazine in such emergencies: while some will not share his views, clinical descriptions are given which support his thesis; more detailed accounts of the anesthetic procedures, would, however, have been welcome. The list of diagnostic and therapeutic aids in the management of shock would be exhaustive but for the omission of such simple essentials as complete rest and warmth. The printing is admirable; an ample bibliography is succeeded by an adequate index. The book is recommended for easy reading and for quick reference.
RONALD A BOWEN
The Year Book of Nuclear Medicine Volume 1 -1966 edited by James L Quinn III MD pp 384 illustrated 75s Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers 1966 London: Lloyd-Luke This volume is the first of a new Year Book series and is concerned with the use of radioisotopes in diagnosis, treatment and research: it covers the field of scanning techniques for diagnostic purposes. As with the other volumes in the Year Book series, it is designed to present reviews of the previous year's most important papers in its field. These are covered under the various body systems with sections on the endocrines; hmmopoietic and lymphatic systems; genitourinary system; central nervous system; gastrointestinal system; heart and great vessels; pulmonary system and osseous and cartilaginous systems. There are also sections on health physics and radiobiology, radiochemistry and radiopharmacology, and radiation physics and instrumentation. There is a special article on radionuclide dosimetry in nuclear medicine. This book should fill a valuable gap in the Year Book series, especially for workers in the fields of radionuclide and scanning methods in diagnosis. It will be particularly valuable to those using isotope methods in conjunction with other diagnostic tools and whose main work is with these rather than with their therapeutic use. This volume maintains the high standard well known in others of the same series.
